
 Thanet District Council
Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Climate Change and Ecological Emergency



Initial action plan

A climate change officer group and a cross party councillor working group was established. An initial 
climate change action plan was written including both low carbon and biodiversity aims. Included Housing, 
Planning, Air quality, Facilities, the Fleet, Open Spaces and the Thanet Coast Project amongst others. 



Updates: Housing and planning
Solar pv 
and 
energy 
efficient 
social 
housing

Planning 
stipulations: 
110L instead of 
the standard 
125L

Planning 
stipulation: 
ev charging 
point for 
every 10 
units built

Planning 
stipulation: 
Biodiversity 
Net Gain



Fleet and Facilities
Low 
emissions 
waste 
carrier 
vehicles

Reduced 
routes to 
reduce 
diesel use

LED 
lighting in 
offices 
and 
motion 
sensors

No plastic 
cups in 
offices or 
meeting 
rooms



Reduced paper use
Paper use and cost of printing has decreased from £190k in 2013- 2017  to £76k in 

2017 - 2022, due to reduced printing and use of google docs.



Comms team

The comms team has 
supported all climate 

change and biodiversity 
initiatives, through pieces 
in the wave, scoop, social 

media and in the local 
papers.



Air quality and transport
Thanet’s air quality meets all the UK standards now.

Fast charge ev charging points have been installed at Market Street Margate and Albion Rd, 
Birchington and additional funding is being sought.

Policies have been added to the local plan to reduce reliance on cars 
e.g. ensuring developments will be close to train 
stations or on cycle and bus routes. 



Home Energy Officer
Help email for anyone concerned with their bills: 

energysaving@thanet.gov.uk

Or there is a contact form on the website: 
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/info-pages/energyinthehome/

Advice on grants, schemes and funding
for retrofitting insulation and energy efficiency 
measures. 

mailto:energysaving@thanet.gov.uk


Climate Change Officer
Climate change advice and guidance

Calculating our carbon footprint

Coordinating climate changes communication

Creating a Net Zero Strategy and Action Plan

Creating a Tree and Biodiversity Strategy and Action plan



Tree planting



George V park, Margate
A small green was transformed into a biodiverse area which can hold large volumes of surface water 
during downpours. These dipped areas turn into ponds and prevent overwhelming the combined sewage 
system.



Litter Education Officer
Works with schools and community groups

Organises activities for the community and council

Runs the sustainability forum for local groups 
interested in litter picking including Rise Up Clean Up. 



Thanet Coast Project
Online seashore safaris during the pandemic

Engaged over 5000 people in 2021

Thanet Coast volunteers spent over 1400 hours 
monitoring our coastline



Wildflowers



Birdwise project
Protecting the daring dozen along our coastline


